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Dear Friends         August 2012 
 

Sizanani is an outreach project where training in sewing and pattern 

drafting is given.  From its start more than 25 years ago, the aim has 

always been to reach out to members of the community who have 

been disadvantaged in some way, and to empower them with a skill 

that will enable them to become self-employed.  Often the term 

disadvantaged is used to refer to people who live in dire circumstances with little 

hope of a future, but I would also like to use it to refer to someone who has a 

learning challenge; or someone who has not been able to follow a career path 

because they have been bringing up a family; or someone who hasn’t had access to 

skills training because they live too far away from centres that offer it.  Sizanani 

meets the needs of students who may fit into these types of categories too.  Take for 

example …… 

Thobile:  Her parents have battled school systems and other 

training institutions to try and find a skill for their daughter for 

whom the formal education sector has been a challenge over the 

years.  Thobile teaches us that perseverance develops 

character and she has proved to herself that there is hope 

through hard work.  She will graduate from the 2
nd

 year of 

training at the end of 2012. 
 

There is also Nosipho:  She is on the brink of her 40’s and is raising 3 children.  

Her husband is established as an architect with his own consulting firm.  We would 

think she is ‘well-off’ because of these things, but she has never been able to follow 

a career path.  She sees Sizanani as an opportunity to learn a skill that will allow 

her to express herself creatively as well as enable her to clothe her children and 

decorate her home.  She taught the staff of Sizanani the value of determination – 

trying to be at training every day; practicing everything so that she 

gets it right; realizing that sewing isn’t her strength; but in the 

process also realizing that she has an eye for colour and ideas for 

designing that she wouldn’t have known about if she hadn’t come 

on the course.  She graduated from the 2
nd

 year of training in 

2010. 

 



And what about Khululiwe who hails from Northern Zululand?  This young lady is 

bright and creative and again shows us that having a dream can become a reality 

even in difficult circumstances.  There are no training facilities in her area that offer 

what she is interested in so she has to live with distant relatives, far from her home, 

in order to get the training that she desires. Her family sacrifices a lot at home to 

enable her to follow her dream.  She will graduate from the 2
nd

 year of training at 

the end of 2012. 
 

Of course there are other stories of students with difficult 

circumstances to contend with on a daily basis. It would be an 

amazing answer to Sizanani’s dreams and prayers if we could offer 

training for a minimal cost to the student.  Fundraising will always be 

one of the largest needs of any project.   
 

Recently I had a ‘light bulb’ moment with regard to fundraising.  Do 

you find that often you would like to be able to help a project in some 

way, but more often than not become flustered at the thought of ‘how 

can I make a difference’?  It may be even more difficult when a project 

focuses on something specific like sewing.  We tell ourselves – I can’t 

sew; I wouldn’t know how to teach someone to draft a pattern; or they 

already have a trainer, so what help can I be?  But my ‘light bulb’ moment has been 

‘What am I passionate about?’  How can I use this to help a project!  
 

A couple in our church was challenged by a sermon on using 

your gifts to meet a need in the church.   Mike and Liz can sing 

and play the piano, so they gathered some friends together 

charging them a minimal fee and entertained the group with 

piano music and singing before serving tea for everyone. Over 

R1000.00 was raised for Sizanani through the use of their talents.  So, 

what is your passion?  Could your love of reading or your enjoyment 

of a good cup of coffee while socializing or your passion for woodwork or your 

talent for flower arranging be used to help a project?  Here’s the challenge – come 

up with a good idea and go for it.  There is no limit to what we could be doing.  

That’s the exciting part of this challenge! 
 

Can I also say that your passion may not be to organize a small 

fundraising event, but to use your skill in some way in the project 

itself.  Whether you are good with your hands and can fix things 

or perhaps you have a skill you can pass on or maybe you are a 

prayer warrior and would like to know specific prayer needs, 

please approach us so that we can see how we can work together 

to uplift the community that we are ministering to. 
 

May God enrich us as we work together to change the world…. 

 

Sharon and Mpume 


