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Dear Friends of Sizanani 

 

Greetings.  We have lots of news to share with you in this 

newsletter.  Firstly, please look at the outfits being ‘modelled’ 

on the sides of the page – they were made and then modelled 

at the mini fashion show held at the end of June.  It was a 

festive occasion, as the students supported each person who 

went up on stage with lots of clapping, whistling, and 

laughter, especially when students showed off their ‘moves’! 
 
 

This year has seen us register the largest number of students to 

date (51) in both our full-time and part-time classes.  There 

are some students who have completed one or two terms only, 

but there are a large percentage who are working towards 

completing a whole year.  We look forward to our Graduation 

Ceremony on Saturday 5 December 2015(morning), and we 

hope you will be there to celebrate with us. 

 

We have had a couple of articles in the local community 

newspaper ‘The Highway Mail’ this year.  The articles have 

highlighted our graduation ceremony for 2014 and our mini-

fashion shows in 2015 and the students whose pictures 

accompanied the articles, have been so excited to see 

themselves ‘in print’. 

 

Our ‘Friends of Sizanani’ Fund is growing.  This Fund was 

launched in 2014, and individuals have come on board, most 

of them pledging a monthly donation, while others 6 monthly 

or annually.  We encourage you to join us in partnering with 

Sizanani to ensure that the project will be viable for years to 

come.  

(See various options to make a donation at end of this 

newsletter) 

http://www.sizanani-academy.org.za/


 

There is a group of past graduates (Bongiwe, Thoko, 

Sizakele, Nomvula and Zanele) who have formed 

themselves into a co-operative, and they are sharing 

premises with other small businesses in Clermont, Durban.  

This group was able to get an order from the Municipality 

to sew bags, and they must have made an impression, 

because 2 of the group were recently invited to fly up to 

Pretoria for a workshop on business skills.  This is the first 

time that either of these ladies had been anywhere near an 

aeroplane, or stayed in a hotel with 3 full meals a day!!  

What an experience!  We will be watching this group with 

interest into the future! 

 

We are hearing more and more stories of what some of our 

past graduates are doing. Bongiwe’s main focus is 

upholstery. Thembie has a small sewing business in 

Pinetown where she takes on orders for a variety of things.  

She is presently up-grading her skills at Sizanani as the 

pattern making course was not offered when she first trained 

in mid-2000.  Darly is making up the clerical shirts for 

orders that come through Sizanani. Andile is very busy 

designing and making outfits for people who are attending 

functions. Purity is making children’s hats.  Nunu sews for a 

lady who sells T-shirts. Nobuhle now works for SEDA 

(Small Enterprise Development Agency). Constance does 

all sorts, from outfits to alterations.    Mumsie makes 

uniforms for a church denomination. Nellie upgraded her 

skills at another school and now has a studio in Durban.  

Bathabile makes and hires academic gowns. Thandazile 

makes school tracksuits. Senzani sews for church members. 

Londiwe is a CMT factory supervisor. Pretty makes 

uniforms for a church denomination. Ethel has her own 

design studio. Bathobile owns a hair salon and sews on the 

side. 

 

This year, we have also had young men joining us as 

students.  Every now and then, we have had one brave one, 

but at the moment we have 4 who are currently in training.  

It will be interesting to see if this will create a more a 

competitive side to the training or not! 

 

We want to take this opportunity to thank all those Friends who have 

donated second-hand sewing machines, or cleared out their sewing 

cupboards and donated pieces or bits of fabric, lace, elastic, cottons, etc.  All these 

donations add up to a big pile that we sort every 6 months and distribute to all the 

students.  Many of the students utilise these donations to make up outfits and other 

articles. They are such a valuable contribution to the project.  Thank you! 



 
There are various options to use to support Sizanani financially 

(world-wide) – 

 

United Methodist Church – USA 

General Board of Global Ministries 

Sizanani’s project number 180757 

 

Follow this link : 
http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-

Projects/Projects/180757 

 

 

Paypal Account 

www.paypal.com 

It is in the name of our sister project, Phakamisa, so you need to 

reference your payment clearly as SIZANANI so the funds are 

directed to us.  

 

Use the following contact information - 
donations@phakamisa.org 

 

 

Nedbank – South Africa 

Account Name:  PMCMA – Sizanani 

Account No:  133 947 6681 

Pinetown Branch Code – 133 926 

 

 

TRUST - UK 

UK Treasurer – Mr R. Mawer 

16 Stainswick Lane,    

Shrivenham Swindon,    

Wilts,    

SN6 8DU. 

 

Make contact through this email address for  

Banking details 

treasureruk@phakamisa.org 

Again, it is important to reference your donation for SIZANANI 

 

 

 

Lastly, I would like to thank Andrew Lundt for hosting our Sizanani website  

www.sizanani-academy.org.za 

for the last 10 years.  His work commitments do not allow him to carry on doing this, and so 

we would like to express our deep appreciation for his support, advice and patience with us 

over this period of time.  We welcome Jean of Netlive KZN cc as our new host and look 

forward to a long, rewarding relationship with him and his company.  

 

Till next time..........     SHARON and MPUME 
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