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Dear Friends         February 2013 

 

Greetings from Sizanani.  Welcome to our first newsletter for 2013.  To begin, we would 

like to introduce our students who attained top honours at our graduation ceremony in 

2012: 

The Top Student trophy was awarded to Nozuko Ndamase.  

She worked to a very high standard throughout the two years 

of training she did at Sizanani.  She put in a lot of effort to 

master the different techniques involved in the designing and 

sewing of articles.  She was not scared to try new things and 

was always thinking about fashion and how to implement 

what she saw into her work.  We are proud of her 

achievements.  

  

The Maureen Thorne Floating trophy was also awarded to 

Nozuko Ndamase. Nozuko showed a creative talent in 

sewing and design.  She was awarded this trophy because she 

has a talent for creativity.  She works hard and puts a lot of 

effort into ensuring that the detail on the outfit is creative, but 

relevant to the design.  We are proud to award this trophy to 

her. 

 

The Sheila Richardson Floating trophy was awarded to 

Nomvula Mathumbu.  Nomvula has shown the most promise 

to become a successful business woman in the future.  She is 

creative and hard-working and shows a passion and 

determination to do the best that she can.  Well done, 

Nomvula. 

 

Merit Certificates were awarded to Thembisile Gumede and 

Thabile Gumbi who tied for third place. 

 

An Achievement certificate was also awarded to our 65 year 

old part time student, Thokozani Mpanza. 
(Photographs by kind permission of Norma Hush of Visual Concepts) 



The fashion show and graduation ceremony were a highlight of the year, and we are so 

proud of the achievements of all the students who worked so hard and showed such 

commitment to completing the course.  6 x full time 1
st
 year students graduated with 

certificates, 8 x part time students graduated with certificates after taking 2 years to 

complete the full syllabus and 7 x full time 2
nd

 year students graduated with diplomas.  

 

We now look forward to seeing our achievers from the 2012 first year course tackling 

the 2
nd

 year of training in clothing design in 2013.  Some of the Saturday part-time 

students who will also begin designing this year, have challenged the full-time students 

to do better than them!  Healthy competition and a wonderful vibe make being at 

Sizanani such a fulfilling experience. 

 

Our adverts in the local newspapers, Eyethu and Highway Mail, have been very 

successful this year with many people phoning to enquire about our centre and the 

various courses that we run.  We see that offering short-term courses throughout the year 

is attracting far more people than we have had in the past, and so we will be running 

adverts throughout the year to ensure that there is a steady registration for our 3 month 

basic course.  More than likely, having these regular adverts will also raise Sizanani’s 

profile in the community. 

 

We are excited to have 16 students registered for the first basic course of the year, and 4 

of these students have already committed to completing the full year of training.  We 

have 5 students in the 2
nd

 year of training, and 7 part-time students who come on a 

Saturday or during the week if they are able to. 

 

We have ‘re-registered’ Sizanani on facebook.  Sizanani, Academy of Sewing and 

Design is now a page instead of a group.  So what! I hear you say – well it seems that if 

you as a ‘friend of Sizanani’, go to  

1. your home page and at the top of the page you will see a ‘search’ block.   

2. Type into that block - Sizanani, Academy of Sewing and Design and choose our Page 

from the options that show there.   

3. Once on Sizanani’s page, look for the box that says ‘LIKE’ near the top of the page, 

and click that box.   

You will then receive updates every time they are made, directly onto your home page – 

no more e-mails clogging up your inbox!  It also means that if any of your friends are 

reading your home page, they will also see the information and hopefully also want to 

link up with us to have the updates come to them directly.  So I urge you – ‘LIKE’ our 

page and you will see all the photo’s that I have put up this year so far – students 

receiving their new machines that they have bought; 2
nd

 year students modelling outfits 

they have made so far this year; 1
st
 year students already making their first articles; 

formal graduation photo’s from last year.  It is so exciting! 

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported Sizanani so faithfully, either financially or 

through prayer and encouragement.  You really are making a difference in people’s lives 

through us, and we urge you to continue to uphold us in prayer as we seek God’s 

guidance in running this project. 

                                                             

Until the next time …………. SHARON AND MPUME 


