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Dear Friends                                      February 2014 

 

Greetings from Sizanani.  Welcome to our first newsletter 

for 2014.  To begin, we would like to introduce our 2
nd

 year 

students who attained top honours at our graduation 

ceremony in 2013: 

 

The Top Student trophy was awarded to Zimbili Shezi. She 

worked to a very high standard throughout the two years of 

training she did at Sizanani.  She put in a lot of effort to 

master the different techniques involved in designing and 

sewing articles.  She was not scared to try new things and 

was always thinking about fashion and how to implement 

what she saw into her work.  We are proud of her 

achievements. 

 

Zimbili was also awarded a Merit Certificate for working 

towards and realising her life-long dream to become a   

 (ZIMBILI SHEZI)      fashion designer.  Her creativeness was evident right 

from her first year of training, and we are proud of the 

beautiful, elegant outfits she was inspired to make, many of 

which are shown on Sizanani’s facebook page.   

 

The Sheila Richardson Floating trophy was awarded to 

Darly Mweli.  Darly showed the most promise to become a 

successful business woman in the future.  She was hard-

working and showed a passion and determination to do the 

best that she could.   
 

We also awarded a Merit Certificate to our only part-time 

student to graduate in 2013, Mbuyi Kampoy.  Mbuyi 

worked consistently throughout her two years at Sizanani.  

She worked hard on her sewing and pattern drafting and we 

are sure that the confidence she gained will enable her to be 

successful in the future. 

        (DARLY MWELI) 



The Maureen Thorne Floating trophy was awarded to 

Sibongile Zamisa.  She tried her best in all aspects of 

sewing and though she may not be an excellent seamstress, 

she listened carefully and was not proud to start again if 

something was wrong.  We are sure that as she uses her 

knowledge more and more in the future, her standard of 

work will improve.   
 

We also thought it was fitting that we award an 

achievement certificate to Elizabeth Makhathini.  Elizabeth 

was more mature than most of our students (62 years 

young) and she tried her best at all times and was an 

example to all of us of not  being afraid to learn something 

new at any age.  What an inspiring lady she is. 
(Photographs by kind permission of Norma Hush of Visual 

Concepts) 

  (SIBONGILE ZAMISA) 

Our top achievers at the end of the 1
st
 year of training in 2013 

were - 

1
st
 place:  Thoko Ndlovu 

2
nd

 place:  Sizakele Zwane 

3
rd

 place:  Phumzile Chagwe. 
 

The fashion show and graduation ceremony were a highlight of 

the year.  12 x full time 1
st
 year students and 1 x part time 

student graduated with certificates, and 4 x full time 2
nd

 year 

students graduated with diplomas.  
 

2014 

To date, we are excited to have 10 students registered for the 

basic course, 7 students in the 2
nd

 year of training and 10 part-

time students who come on a Saturday or during the week if 

they are able to. 
 

There has been a continuous flow of enquiries about our 

courses and having an article in the local newspaper, Highway 

Mail, in mid February, really helped to attract attention to the 

project. We continue to urge everyone who receives a copy of 

this newsletter to pass it on to someone else who may benefit 

from coming and learning a skill like sewing.  We love to open 

our doors to everyone, and we strive to achieve our goal of 

reaching out to those who don’t feel they have a future in 

anything.  Sizanani is more than just learning a sewing skill – 

we hope to build up a student’s self-esteem and encourage 

them to use this opportunity to enable them to earn an income 

from their creativity.  Thank you to everyone who has supported Sizanani so faithfully, 

either financially or through prayer and encouragement.  We urge you to continue to 

uphold us in prayer as we seek God’s guidance in running this project. 

 

Until the next quarter …………. SHARON AND MPUME 


