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Dear Friends          May 2012 

 

Greetings from all at Sizanani.  Today is our first real autumn 

day with cold, cloudy weather (well, cold for Durbanites!!) 

and the crisp promise of winter to come.  I know that we are 

VERY spoilt here with ‘warm’ weather throughout the year 

in comparison to other places but I really enjoy snuggling 

into warm clothes with a mug of hot chocolate, a warm heater 

nearby and a good book!  

 

I have been wandering around the training room every now 

and then, taking photos of the students and the work they are 

doing, as well as sharing in the exciting moment when a 

student has been able to put down a deposit for a new sewing 

machine, and they open the box for the first time.  The 

excitement ripples through the other students as the new 

machine is revealed.  You can share in some of this by 

looking at the various photos scattered around this newsletter. 

 

The 1
st
 year students are progressing well, with many of them 

having already completed the child’s shirt and started the 

preparation work towards the making of a pair of shorts with 

a fly zip, pockets and waistband with elastic at the back. 

 

The 2
nd

 year students are currently working on trousers/jeans, 

practising all sorts of sleeves, necklines and collars and 

working on their designs for their fashion show at the end of 

the year.  This 2
nd

 year course is a huge commitment as there 

is so much work to cover, so we are always encouraged to see 

what they are achieving as they work through the year.  

 

We have also been encouraged to hear back from some of our 

past students recently.  Lindelwa Mahlasela who was one of 

our top students in 2010 and who was sponsored to do the 

course through a partnership between the Ethekwini 

Municipality and Iqraa Trust, has been nominated by the 

Trust for ‘Woman of the Year 2012’.  Lindelwa is working 

with the Municipality and has partnered with Nosipho  



 

Makhanya who also completed her training at Sizanani in 

2010, and they are working on setting up a sewing project.  We 

pray that this venture will go from strength to strength. 

 

Thuleleni Gcwabaza who completed her 6 month training 

course in December 2006 has a job with a home-based business 

in Hillcrest.  Her employer recently asked Thuleleni if she 

could find another seamstress to help in the business and so she 

came back to Sizanani to see if we could recommend someone.  

We were able to do so, and we hope to hear soon that this lady 

has also been employed. 

 

Hlengiwe Myeni completed her 6 month training in September 

2008 and Neli Mkhize completed her training in July 2004.  

Both these ladies met up when they went to another school in 

Durban to study fashion design (Sizanani was not offering 

fashion design at that time).  They both run successful 

businesses making T-Shirts and outfits for weddings and other 

big events.   

 

The last photo here shows one of our 2
nd

 year students, Thobile 

Shabalala, who arrived at Sizanani last week wearing an outfit 

that she had designed and sewn at home.  This young lady’s 

progress over the past year and a half has been amazing.  Her 

family were very worried about her being able to find work as 

she struggled so much in school. They registered her at 

Sizanani in the hope that she would at least be able to learn a 

skill.  They must be so proud of what she has achieved.  She 

can stand tall in the confidence that comes from believing in 

herself. 

 

We would like to welcome Arthur Ngcobo onto our Management 

Committee.  We have a lovely team of people who have committed 

to walking with Sizanani into the future.  We would like to express 

our thanks to Edith Erasmus, Thandi Hadebe, Nwabisa Madikizela, 

Jeanette Burger, the Mission representative from the PMC Executive 

and ministerial staff for the time they put aside to work with us to 

ensure that this project goes from strength to strength.   

 

We take this opportunity to thank those people who have donated 

fabrics and second hand sewing machines to the project this year as 

well as those who continue to support the project financially.  In 

particular, this year, we have been supported by Pinetown Methodist Church, N.G. Kerk, and 

General Board of Global Ministries.  Westville Rotary Anne’s are generously supporting one of 

the 1
st
 year students and Hlabisa Municipality is supporting one of the 2

nd
 year students.  All 

these partnerships make Sizanani viable - so thank you. 
 

May God bless you all.       

 

Sharon Thorne and Mpume Hlubi 

 


