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Dear Friends                              May 2015 

 

Greetings from Sizanani. As the year slips by, I suddenly 

realised that I hadn’t been in contact with you since the 

beginning of the year!  So much has been going on at Sizanani 

and I hope that you are following the progress on our facebook 

page (see details above).  If you want the regular updates to 

show on your facebook page you need to LIKE our page.  On 

our page, there is a tab that shows at the bottom of the main 

picture that says LIKE, and if you click on this, you should 

continue to receive all our news automatically.  

 

We have been blessed this year, with over 40 students being 

trained in the full-time and part-time classes.  We changed the 

format of our syllabus this year, and included the pattern 

drafting right from the first Term.  As you will see from the 

pictures shown here, this has worked really well, and our mini 

fashion show at the end of the 1
st
 term had everyone showing 

off their skirt creations.  We are so proud of everyone, and I am 

sad that I can not include all the photographs here, but you can 

see them all on our facebook page.  At the end of the second 

term, we will be having another fashion show, so keep a look 

out for more photographs in July. 

 

Our ‘Friends of Sizanani’ Fund is an exciting new development 

in 2015.  We are encouraging past students, Church 

congregations, individuals, well - everyone who is passionate 

about Sizanani,  to commit to a once off / monthly / quarterly / 

annual donation to the Fund. This Fund will enable us to 

purchase stock & sewing equipment, print training notes, cover 

unforeseen expenses, upgrade equipment, etc. Please contact 

me as soon as possible to get involved with this exciting 

venture. (see contact details above).  Thank you to those of you 

who are already participating – we are excited to call you our 

‘Friend’. 



 

This year, we want to collect as much information as we can 

from past students and people who have been involved with 

Sizanani since its inception.  We want to know people’s stories 

– how they heard about Sizanani; how useful was the training 

they received; did the training they received impact their lives 

for the better or not; how did being involved with the project as 

a staff member or volunteer, change your life?  

 

For me, Sizanani has been a part of my life for nearly 20 years.  

Looking back on records, (thank you Norma Cowie for being a 

good record keeper), I see I started as a part-time Admin. 

Assistant in September 1995 and became a full-time employee 

from May 1997.  Back then, I was a full-time mom with 

children starting school/pre-school and Sizanani was my way 

back into the working world again.  As a young mother, it is 

scary to start working again – you wonder if you will remember 

how!  I was absorbed into this project through the friendliness 

of the staff of both the project and Pinetown Methodist Church, 

and as my responsibilities increased, I was able to grow in my 

self-confidence.  I have seen this project grow and watched the 

transformation of students as they see the fruits of their labours.  

I have been excited for them, and for the work that happens 

here.  As a staff member, I have worried about the finances; 

been ecstatic when we have received funding, and been 

humbled to see how God continues to bless this project through 

the people that are involved in the Management Committee, 

staff, volunteers and students.  Sizanani has made a huge 

impact on my life; my view of the community that we work 

with, and my outlook on the future.  Thank you, Lord, for this 

opportunity to serve You in this way. 

 

We want to take this opportunity to thank United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR), USA for granting our request 

for US$10 000 for 2015, and also the Methodist Church of 

Southern Africa’s PULA Fund for the grant of R40 000 for 

2015.  These grants will enable Sizanani to continue to offer the 

training at a subsidised rate to the students who attend in 2015.  

Please continue to uphold our project in prayer for the future of 

the project; the students who attend; the staff who minister to 

each student; and the work that is done through this project. 

 

 

 

Until the next quarter …………. SHARON AND MPUME 

 


