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Dear Friends October 2011

Today I had the opportunity, throughout the morning, 
to  watch  2  large  pine  trees  that  were  struck  by 
lightening  recently,  be cut  down.  It  started my mind 
thinking about how much those trees have seen over 
the  years  of  their  growth.   Their  roots  are  planted 
firmly in the ground of the neighbouring school’s field 
and have shaded many students during break-times or 
while  they have  watched sports  being played on the 

field.  The branches have also been shelter and resting places for birds and they in 
turn have been sustenance for raptors and monkeys.   While these trees have been 
growing over all these years they have been blessed 
with sun and rain to promote their growth and been 
bent by prevailing winds,  but  held firm; they have 
watched as Pinetown has grown up around them – 
both human and infrastructure.  It is with a sense of 
sadness that we bid them farewell – succumbing in 
the end to the elements.

Reflection  -  As  I  think  back  over  the  past  25  years  of  Sizanani,  I  wonder  what 
influence it has had during its time.  We know that the roots of the ministry have been 
grounded in God as people saw a need, took up the cause and ran with it knowing that 
they were being guided by God through a difficult time in South Africa’s history.  The 
centre has been a place of hope and security to over 1000 students over the years and 
has given sustenance to them and their families because of the opportunities they have 
had to use this sewing skill to earn a living and provide for their families.  It has been 
a  place  of  refuge  for  troubled  souls  as  the  comforting  arms  of  God  have  been 
extended through the staff, to students who have been bereaved, are lonely, or are 
feeling  hopeless  about  their  future.   Sizanani,  in  turn,  has  been  blessed  with  the 
sunshine of God’s goodness through funding organisations and individuals that have 
so generously funded the infrastructure of the centre; contributed to running costs; 
provided  equipment  and enabled Sizanani to provide training  at  a  reduced rate to 
students who would not be able to afford formal education at tertiary level.  There 
have been times when prevailing winds have nudged us into reassessing our aim and 
improving on it, so that our training can be more beneficial to those we serve.  As for 
the future – we hope that we will not succumb to the elements as the pine trees have 
done, but that this centre can continue to provide a beacon of hope to all who enter its 
doors.



Celebrate with us – the three ladies who were the first students 
to graduate from our fashion design course last year are doing 
so well.  Senzani Ndwandwe has been sewing a lot of beautiful 
outfits for clients who need something special for an event they 
are attending.   Lindelwa  Mahlasela has 
been making a variety of things from a 

small  order  for  John  Wesley  School  hostel,  to  traditional 
outfits,  to  fancy  outfits  for  clients.   Nosipho  Makhanya  has 

designed  beautiful  aprons  and  traditional 
outfits.  We  are  very  excited  and  proud  of 
their achievements.

Looking to the future now – the excitement is mounting for the 
graduation that will be happening in 5 weeks time.  The planning 
has  already  started  with  tickets  and  invitations  ready  to  print; 
marking  of  work  taking  place  so  that  we  can  see  who  will  be 
receiving the awards and prizes; photographers arranged to record 

the events of the night; catering thought about; ideas for the decoration of the hall put 
on paper; students are using their creative skills to design outfits; and generally there 
is an air of organised chaos amongst us all.  This is the night when all the hard work, 
sweat and tears will be seen to have been worthwhile!

Beyond graduation – Sizanani needs to begin the process of attracting new students 
to be trained in 2012, both full time students and part time students.  We also need to 
work hard to keep in contact with our current funding partners and start relationships 
with  new ones.   Sizanani’s  investments  are dwindling  and currently  there is  only 
enough money to enable the project to complete one more year of training.  We pray 
that God will nudge us in the right direction to find these new partners, so that our 
investment roots can continue to hold the project steady for many years to come.  We 
don’t want this vital project to succumb to the elements as the pine trees did this past 
week.  We hope that you would not want that either, and if God is nudging you to 
partner with Sizanani either through a donation; or to help your company with its 
BEE/Social responsibility status; or to contribute to the fees of a student who really 
wants  to  have  this  skill  but  can’t  afford  the fees,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  make 
contact with us.

I realise that this a little early, but I will not have time to spend 
on another newsletter this year, so it remains for Mpume and I to 
thank  you  all  for  whatever  contribution  you  have  made  to 
Sizanani  this  year.   Thank  you  for  your  prayers,  words  of 
encouragement  and  advice.   Thank  you  to  our  Management 
Committee who has given of their time to support the work of 
the centre.  

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and God’s richest blessings for 2012.

Till next time…..                       SHARON AND MPUME


