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Dear Friends                                          September 2014  

 

Greetings!  It is lovely to be back in touch with you all in this 

way.  We hope though, that you have been following us on 

facebook (see address above) where we try and keep you 

updated as often as we can with comments and photographs. 

 

Firstly, we want to congratulate Darly Mweli on the birth of 

her daughter this week.  If you recall, Darly graduated from 

Sizanani in 2013 and carried on training as our part-time 

trainer to help Mpume on a Saturday morning.  She also 

began her training to make up the casual and clerical shirts 

that we are known for, and so we are as excited about this 

new baby as she and her family are!!!  She is now on leave 

until 2015 and we wish her well in this new position as Mom. 

 

The end of the year creeps closer and the 1
st
 year students 

have worked so hard this term drafting skirt and shirt patterns 

and learning how to adapt these patterns to make different 

styles.  The 2nd year students have concentrated on tailored 

shirts and jackets after working on their corsets at the end of 

last term. There are 10 different drafting tests to be done 

between the two courses of students, so I will soon be peering 

over mounds of paper that need to be marked!  These will be 

the last tests of the year, and these marks will help us to 

decide who will receive awards at the end of the year. 

 

Next term everyone will be focused on the making of their 

outfits for the year-end Fashion Show.  I am excited to see 

what will be designed and made, and we hope that everyone 

will be proud of what they can achieve.  Some of the pictures 

in this newsletter are of articles that have been made this year.  

Now do you see why I say I am excited for the end of the 

year? 

 



We are introducing a new fundraising venture.  We have started 

a Bursary Fund, and we are encouraging as many of our 

Sizanani partners as we can to come on board with us. Thank 

you to those friends who have already committed to 

participating. Please speak to your Mission Units in your 

churches, and ask them to consider donating to Sizanani’s 

Bursary Fund on a regular basis – either monthly, quarterly, or 

yearly # – whichever way is convenient for them. Encourage 

your church or friends to have a fundraiser for Sizanani. 

Consider using your talent to raise awareness of Sizanani – your 

hospitality; your baking/cooking; your music/creativity; your 

organisational skills.  My friends, Liz and Mike, hold a Soiree* 

each year in their home and charge their friends to come and 

listen and have some yummy eats with tea afterwards, and they 

raise R1000 every year for Sizanani.  That’s the kind of thing I 

mean when I say “use your talents”.   I look forward to posting 

your ‘fun-raising’ events on our facebook page.  Let me have 

photo’s and comments about the event ☺ 
# You can e-mail me for options on making a payment towards the Bursary 

Fund. 

*An evening party or gathering, typically in a private house, for 

conversation or music 
 

I would like to share with you, the story of one of our part-time 

students.  Bongiwe has been involved at Sizanani since 2011 

and impressed us with her incredible work ethic, creativity and 

passion for sewing and design.  She is employed as a domestic 

worker which has meant that she has only been able to come to 

Saturday classes.  She graduated from the “first-year” at the end 

of 2012, and then committed to carry-on with the “second-year” 

of training.  She told us that there are many Saturday’s that she 

can not come to training, but she gets up and gets out all her 

files, etc., that she needs for the course and works on her things 

at home during the time that training is happening here so that 

she feels she is participating with the rest of the group. When 

she can, she comes to Sizanani to check that what she has done 

is correct and to get further instructions on what is still required 

of her so she can continue working at home. The files that she 

submits are beautifully illustrated and her sewing practices are 

perfect.  We are humbled by her dedication and so proud of her 

achievements.  We hope that she will be ready to graduate from 

her “second-year” this year – 4 years of training!  Well done, 

Bongiwe. 

 

There is no more that I can say after that. Thank you to 

everyone who supports Sizanani, in whatever way.  You are 

making a difference in people’s lives. 

 

Yours In Christ  …   Sharon and Mpume 


